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CHAPTER TEN

PRICES AND INTERNAL TRADE

This chapter includes the index of
wholesale & retail trade items, and the
average retail prices of the main
household commodities and services
distributed by governorate & the sales of
internal and external trade establishments
relating to public sector.

The following methods were adopted in
computing the indices:

Sale prices of the public sector:

the ilndex was calculated according to:

Laspeyre Formula: whereas the prices are
weighted by the quantities of the base
year.

2010 was considered as the base year.

The commercial sector had been separated
from the industrial & agricultural sectors.

Retail price index:

The central Bureau of Statistics concentrated
on developing the retail price indices in view
of the completeness of all the all governorates
of Syrian Arab Republic and the importance of
expenditure with regard to the household's
income & expenditure survey.

A specialized technical committee from
the CBS staff and Line ministries have
contributed in computation of the retail price
indices by adopting a related scientific
methodology. The retail price indices are
computed for the Syrain Arab Republic. They
maintain the relative importance of
expenditure by governorate and according to
rural & urban areas.
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Thus the retail price indices for the Syrain
Arab Republic, during 2010-2014 are
presented. The 2010 is adopted as the
base year while the weights of
expenditures are drawn from the
2009/2010 household's income &
expenditure survey, a process which has

been conducted according to the following:

Weights of expenditures in each
governorate.

Weights by expenditure for each governorate
to the total expenditure of Syrian Arab
Republic.

Using the rate of current prices per month to
the average price of base year in each
governorate.

The items number of goods & services
included upon producing the
" index of consumer prices" amounted to
1450 items which are grouped within 775
main items and categorized as per the manual
issued by the United Nation Statistics Division
(UNSD).
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